April 5, 1981 


Dear Sylvia, 

Sorry about the business with the letter re Lifton:£; it wxh won't 
happen again. For someone who says he doesn't care what the critics 
think, Lifton cares quite a bit about what the critics think! 

Thanks for the Powers review of "Best Evidence". I wrote him, and 
got a thoughtful letter back. Have you ever met him? My impression is 
that a few chats with reasonable critics would make him more sympathetic 
tx> our work. He lives not far from you - 43 West 10th St. He basically t 
seems to feel that we're not going to solve the case - or re-solve it - 
but that you learn quite a bit about how Sin things work by looking at 
the case. 

Here's my latest newsletter (#2); not much additional gossip to report. 

I suppose you've seen Blakey's book by now. He's got a rather strange 
bibliography - lots of Aristotle and the like - and it's made even stranger 
by the inclusion of your book only with the 1976 (re-issue) date. 

It's a bit irritating that Blakey gave us, first, an akfizs official 
report with footnotes but no index, and now a book with an index but no 
footnotes. I'm curious to see where his book differs from the report, and 
without the indexes you and Gary did, it would be impossible to tell easily. 
(For example, I think there's a story behind Blakey's smpi emphasis on Judy 
Exner, and the absence of any references to her in the published HSC material.) 


With best xxgxa regards, 


